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Dragon Dance Team Makes It Hollywood
Debut

The WCCCC Dragon Dance troupe will
make a cameo in the upcoming Hallmark film
titled “A New Year’s Resolution.” The televi-
sion movie is set to air January 9 on the W
Network in Canada and the Hallmark Chan-
nel in the United States. Part of the Hallmark
Channel's “Winterfest” series, the film also
briefly showcases Winnipeg’s Chinatown
Garden and many extras from the Chi-
nese-Canadian community. Filming in Chi-
natown took place on a frigid November
2019 night.

About the film:

When a morning show producer makes a
New Year’s resolution to say yes more, she
crosses paths with a confirmed Yes man who
might hold the key to her biggest story and to

her heart.

Malinda Leefitfs
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CHINATOWN BANNER COMPETITION
CALL TO CREATORS

The Downtown Winnipeg BIZ, in conjunction with the Winnipeg Chinese Cultural and Community Centre
(WCCCC), is conducting a design competition for Chinatown zodiac banners. An honorarium of $800.00 will
be awarded for the successful banner design. All submissions must be emailed to the Downtown Winnipeg
BIZ and be received no later than 5:00 pm Friday, January 8, 2021.

A goal of the Downtown Winnipeg BIZ is to implement and use street banners, to unify the downtown and
highlight significant buildings and key districts throughout the downtown.

Many Asian folk traditions follow a lunar calendar, with years named by a rotating cycle of twelve animal
signs, that are repeated in a 12-year cycle. 2021 is the Year of the Ox, beginning on Friday, February 12,
2021, according to the lunar calendar.

All those in creative fields are called on to submit their designs for the 2021 Chinatown stree t banners. . Due
to the COVID-19 global pandemic, all submissions must be produced digitally.

The winning design will emphasize the Year of the Ox, at t me time complementing the existing
Chinatown district banner in terms of colour, type and graphics, they will be viewed consecutively on
the street. Year of the Ox banners will be removed at the end of the year. All banners will be mounted in the
six square blocks bounded by Main Street, Princess Street, Logan Avenue and James Avenue

Malinda Leefitfs
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DR. ENG SEE (TOW WEE) CHEAM
January 10, 1934 - December 26, 2020

My father, Dr. Eng See (Tow Wee) Cheam
peacefully passed away on December 26,
2020 at the Poseidon Personal Care Home
in Winnipeg MB, Canada. Eng See is pre-
deceased by his wife, Maria Assunta
Cheam (Blino) and his daughter, Tat-Siang
Licia Cortens (Cheam).

My father really enjoyed all of the staff
who cared for him at Poseidon. His teases
were those of affection and a way to show

that he cared. Thank you to Rhonda, Eric
and Sabitha at Poseidon and to the at-
tending doctors for caring for him during
his last couple of weeks and for your
much appreciated frequent updates.
Thank you to Melissa who accommodat-
ed my short notice visitation.

My father was a very strong man, both in
mind and will. He was a very tenacious
man. Once he had a plan he would make
whatever effort required to see it through
to fruition. The lessons | take from him

are having a strong will, discipline and a
sense of duty. He was a determined man
attitude. He

never viewed the events around him as

with “the buck stops here”

excuses not to follow through with what
he committed to. He looked inward to
see what could be done to make things
right.

His parents, Cheam Toon Fatt and
Madame Wong Kut Siew emigrated from
Muin Har Village, Hainan Island, China to
Raub, Malaysia then to Kuala Lipis, Ma-
laysia. My father was born in Raub, Ma-
laysia. As a child, my father remembered
running barefoot through the streets of
Kuala Lipis with his brother, Tow Heng
and taking their large black dog for

11
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walks. His father, Toon Fatt, worked as a
merchant for Cheam See Loo Brothers.
His parents were very dedicated to Eng
See' s education. He grew up in a Bud-
dhist family but science formed the core
of his belief system. Later in life, he read
about and appreciated Christianity and

its lessons.

Eng See excelled in academics, sports
and leadership. He was the captain of his
field hockey team, won numerous scho-
lastic awards and received the Ralph
Waldo Emerson prize for English and lit-
erature. He skipped a grade and gained
three "double promotions” , became
the top scholar in his class, the school

captain and head prefect. To this day,
these double promotions are still his
proudest accomplishments. As a gift for
doing well in school, his parents gave him
a black bicycle. It was his pride and joy,
and he fondly remembered riding it
barefoot. His parents only had money to
send one of their sons to university and
my father excelled at school, therefore he

was the one they sent.

Eng See’ s education took him from Ma-
laysia to the Royal College of Physicians
of Ireland in Dublin.

From there, he went to London, England
for his examinations. This is where he met
my mother, Maria Assunta. Together, they
moved to New Jersey, USA, to Italy (where
Maria was born and raised), back to Ma-
laysia and then to The Pas, MB, Canada.
Eng See became quite settled in The Pas.
He really appreciated all of the caring and
hardworking people he grew to know.
Once he retired, he moved to

Winnipeg to live with my mother, who was
in Winnipeg for her cancer treatments.
Fortunately, she survived stage three ovar-
ian cancer. My sister. Tat-Siang, passed
away from cancer in 2010.

Once retired, Eng See enjoyed trying to
beat the computer at chess, reading his-
torical books and eating all of the Chinese
food he could manage. He appreciated
spending time with friends including the

Espositos, Singhs,

Ahwengs, Fouads,
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Shimizus, Campomanes and his closest
friend Dr. David Barnes when he could
manage. These times together usually re-
volved around a huge Chinese supper
with amazing aromas and colourful pre-
sentations. Along with my mother, he ac-
cepted my beautiful wife Gillian with sons
Cameron and Calder and her warm and
caring family, Ken, Christine, Mike and
Mark into his life and shared with them

our Kum Koon Garden feastings.

The above is commentary with excerpts
taken from the biography “The Adven-
tures of Dr. Cheam in Six Countries” by
Gretchen Derige Cortens, his grand-

daughter —in-law.

My father was very pragmatic and it was
not common to write about people’ s
lives in an obituary so below are the exact
words and formatting of how he wanted
this obituary to read. Being that Eng See
was all about preparation, 20 years ago he
pre-wrote his own obituary, gave me the
CD with all of the email addresses and
photographs including newspapers to
notify in Canada and Malaysia. So, here
you go Papa. May you find peace with
Mama, Tat-Siang, your brother and par-
ents up there, here and all around us.

OBITUARY NOTICE

DR. E.S. CHEAM

Dr. Cheam, Eng See {Tow Wee}, M.R.CS,,
{England}, L.R.C.P., {London}

Date of birth: Jan. 10, 1934. Date of death:
Dec. 26, 2020.

Place of birth: Raub, Malaysia. Place of
death: Winnipeg MB Canada

Father: Mr. Cheam, Toon Fatt. Mother:
Madame Wong, Mai Nam {Kut Siew}
Brother: Mr. Cheam, Tow Heng. Wife: Mrs.
Maria Assunta Blino Cheam

Daughter: Mrs. Cortens, Tat-Siang. Son:
Mr. Cheam, Tat-Liang. Daughter-in-law:
Mrs. Gillian Cheam.

Son-in-law: Mr. Cortens, John. Grandsons:
Henry, Simon &amp; Leo Cortens.
Granddaughter-in-law: Gretchen Cortens
{Derige}.

Places of education: Malaysia, Singapore,
Ireland, England &amp; USA

Places of work: USA, Malaysia &amp;
Canada

With love and light,
Your son Tat-Liang, Gillian, Cameron &
Calder
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In Commemoration of Dr. Eng See
Cheam

We were saddened by the news that Dr.
Eng See Cheam passed away on Decem-
ber 26, 2020. Dr. Cheam was born in Ma-
laysia, and obtained his medical educa-
tion in Ireland prior to his settlement in
The Pas, Manitoba. He met both Philip
Lee and Joe Du when they visited The Pas
for fishing trips. It did not take them long
to convince Dr. Cheam on the impor-
tance for the development of the Chi-
nese-Canadian community in Manitoba,
especially in Winnipeg, and he continued
to support such activities as a life-long
goal. As recently as in 2017, Dr. Cheam
made a major donation to support the
work of the Chinese-Canadian communi-
ty in Winnipeg and received a warm wel-
come hosted by Patrick Choy at the Win-
nipeg Chinese Cultural and Community
Centre. At that time, Dr. Cheam was with
his extended family for the unveiling of a
plaque for his donation.

After retirement from his medical profes-
sion, Dr. Cheam moved to Winnipeg to
be closer with his wife during her cancer
treatment. One of the joys in his life was
to enjoy a hearty Chinesemeal at the Kum

Koon Restaurant in Winnipeg China-
town. We shall miss him as a community
leader and supporter of the Chinese-Ca-
nadian community, and pray for his eter-

nal peace in heaven.

Submitted by Philip Lee and Patrick Choy
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